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The asymmetry

ISRAELI CHILDREN

“How many Israeli children
have been murdered by
Hamas terrorists?”

Barbora Krouzkova, CT moderator
- 16 July 2024

PALESTINIAN CHILDREN

“Children are dying in Gaza
too, .. As a result of the war,
however, children have been
dying in Gaza since October,
November, or how many?”

Barbora Krouzkova, CT moderator
- 16 July 2024

Same topic — different regimes of intelligibility

English translations from the analysed Czech Television material; emphasis added.
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Outline of the argument

Research question and case
Socio-cultural context
The order of discourse

Text
m Victimhood is emotionally stratified
m Palestinians become a population, not a polity
m Suffering is inserted into a civilizational causal frame

How asymmetry becomes normal rather than exceptional?
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Research question and case

RESEARCH QUESTION

How does Czech public-service
television make lIsraeli and
Palestinian suffering
differently witnessable?

m not only who appears as a victim,

m but how victimhood is named,
explained and connected to agency,

m and which political subject becomes
imaginable behind the suffering.

Udalosti, komentare
(Events, Comments)

flagship current-affairs
discussion programme
on Czech Television's
24-hour news channel,
CT24.
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L*Research question and case

Data and analytical strategy

1 1 1 FAIRCLOUGH’S THREE-DIMENSIONAL CDA

Text lexical choice, grammar,

programme segments argumentation

7 Oct 2023 - 10 Dec 2024

political interviews and debates

Order of discourse moderator roles,
sourcing, genre

Czech Television / CT24 Socio-cultural context power,
Udalosti, komentate memory, geopolitics

To identify recurring discursive conditions under which some forms of suffering
become more legible than others.

Fairclough (1992, 1995). Segments obtained from Newton Media Archive.
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L Socio-cultural context

The socio-cultural context of Czech Media

Public identity connected to T. G. Masaryk, the suffering under Nazism and
Soviet domination. The anti-Muslim sentiments are prevalent in the
population (Hesova 2024).

The Czech elite has long been uncritically supportive of Israel, ever since
the Revolution in 1989 (BenLevi et al., 2019; Plistilova, 2025; Zahora &
Daniel, 2025).

The research (Plistilova, 2025; Kalhousova et al., 2024) suggests Czech
political elites support Israel more unequivocally than the broader public.

A semi-peripheral position (Wallerstein, 2000; 2004): relative autonomy
alongside orientation toward discursive frameworks circulating from the
Western core.

The local Arab community is small, and movements such as Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) are virtually absent from the public
sphere.
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L The order of discourse

The order of discourse

In Udalosti, komentare, moderators actively structure the discussion
through questions, quotations and framing devices.

Interventions repeatedly produce an asymmetry: Israeli suffering is
individualized and morally foregrounded, Palestinian suffering is
securitized, relativized or connected to terrorism.

EXAMPLE

“Gentlemen, journalist Pavel Novotny told the Aktualné news server
that the Gaza Strip was the ulcer that we let fester and no one dealt
with it. Do you agree with him?"

Jana Peroutkova, CT moderator, 13 October 2023

Because the expression is introduced as someone else's quotation, the moderator can

reproduce a highly affective frame while formally preserving distance from it.
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L Text

l—Victimhcmd is emotionally stratified

Victimhood is emotionally stratified

ISRAELI SUFFERING

m lexically marked as murder,
terror, horror, sadism;

m individual and familial
references make victims
emotionally available;

m the attack is narrated with
clear perpetrators and moral
agency.

person — story —
moral injury

PALESTINIAN SUFFERING

m rendered as losses, damage,
population density;

m humanitarian status is often
immediately qualified by
Hamas;

B questions invite numbers
rather than biographies or
political claims.

population — count —
managed harm
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L Text

I—Victimhood is emotionally stratified

Grammar distributes agency unevenly

9 OCTOBER 2023

“Terrorists continue to launch massive rocket salvos from there.
Since Saturday morning, they have killed 800 people in Israel ...
Retaliatory air strikes on the Gaza Strip have also continued.
According to local authorities, there are more than 500 victims.”

Jakub Zelezny, CT moderator

Israeli military action
event/process wording
agent backgrounded

\

necessity / process foregrounded

Hamas / terrorists
active voice - explicit
agent - killing as action

\

responsibility foregrounded
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L Text

l—Palestinians become a population, not a polity

Palestinians become a population, not a polity

RECURRING LEXICAL FIELD DISCURSIVE TRANSFORMATION

population density territory people with claims

evacuation losses humanitarian zone

The problem is the cumulative population to protect/manage
dominance: a homeland becomes terrain;

political subjects become a demographic
object. +

limited political agency

Said (1979); Tuastad (2003)
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l—Suﬂ'ering is inserted into a civilizational causal frame

Suffering is inserted into a civilizational causal frame

WHAT THIS DOES

CIVILIZATION R
Moral binary

“The civilized world simply civilization X barbarism
must and will defend itself.”

Ji¥i Pospi&il, MP - 18 January 2024 +

Causal simplification
Palestinian suffering — Hamas

CAUSALITY

“The suffering ... the cause of
that suffering is primarily
Hamas.” +
Eva Decroix, MP - 12 February 2024
Policy naturalisation
military action appears inevitable
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L*How asymmetry becomes normal rather than exceptional?

Emotionalisation
who can be mourned as an individual

Grammatical agency
who visibly acts and causes harm

Political subjecthood
nation / state vs. managed population

Causal framing
whose suffering is explained away

How asymmetry becomes normal rather than exceptional?

INTERPRETATION

The pattern resembles an
Orientalist hierarchy of
political maturity: Israel is
rendered as a rational sovereign
actor; Palestinians as a threat or
a population to manage.

In the Czech case, this sits
inside a public-service discourse
shaped by historical memory,
strong elite identification with
Israel, and a semi-peripheral
orientation toward the
Western / U.S. core.
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Thank you & let's keep in touch!

Center for Media Ethics and Dialogue
www.medialnietika.cz

jmotal@mail.muni.cz
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